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of the Presidency should be reduced; and what is
proposed, therefore, is to reduce the strength of the
Native army (rather more than 12,000 men) serving
in the Presidency itself.

The principal reason given for this proposal is
that the number of Native troops in the Madras
army is, when added to our European force of about
5,000 men, more than sufficient for the purposes of
this Presidency. To this it may be replied that there
are, so far as this Presidency is concerned, two
separate purposes for which an army is maintained.
One is to secure the Government against danger
from popular insurrection; the other, to protect
the Presidency against attack from without. There
is at present very little probability of popular in-
surrection, but there are parts of the Presidency
where it is not altogether out of the question; and
what is certain is, that the presence of the Army
itself in its actual strength is one cause, the com-
parative importance of which it is difficult to
estimate, of the existing tranquility. As regards
attack from without, the land frontier is probably
secured from attack in any dangerous quarter by
troops outside the limits of the Presidency. The
sea-frontier is not very accessible ; but it will hardly
be thought desirable that Madras should be left
without any sufficient defence of its long seaboard
in the event of war occurring with a European
maritime power. Both as against popular dis-
turbance and attack by sea it seems evident then,
that Madras requires the maintenance within its
limits of a certain military force. Whether for